What is the danger of crystalline silica?
Crystalline silica is respirable!

TODAY WE WILL TALK ABOUT:
SILICA 1S THE MOST ABUNDANT NATURAL
MINERAL ON EARTH. IT IS FOUND IN QUARTZ,
GRANITE, MARBLE, NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL
STONE, AND ENGINEERED STONE, AS WELL AS
IN SAND, CEMENT, BLOCKS, AND BRICKS.

<HOW MUCH DOES
CRYSTALLINE SILICA CONTAIN
AKRTIFICIAL QUARTZ STONE?

WHEN A MATERIAL CONTAINING
CRYSTALLINE SILICA IS CUT, DRILLED,
SANDED, POLISHED OR GROUND, IT TURNS
INTO TINY DUST, 100 TIMES SMALLER THAN
A GRAM OF SAND, WHICH REMAINS
SUSPENDED [N THE AIR FOR A LONG TIME.

AN ARTIFICIAL STONE IS MACE IN A
WORKSHOP, USUALLY FROM CRUSHED QUARTZ
MIXED WITH ADHESIVES, THEY CAN CONTAIN
93% OF CRYSTALLINE SILICA, WHICH IS AN
EXTREMELY HiGH LEVEL.




LN GOOD QUESTION CARLOS,

CAN SILICA MAKE ME SICK?
BECAUSE TO THIS DAY, MAY 2024, NOT ONLY CAN IT MAKE US SICK,
| FEEL FINE! BUT IT CAN EVEN

KilL US VERY QUICKLY.

- 2024
CROMICAS DE
HUERTES
ANUNCIADAS
POR SLL/COS/:

HEY, TEACHER,
| DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY
. MY BROTHER CARLOS DIED
S0 YOUNG, SINCE HE WAS ONLY 46.
A FEW MONTHS AGO, IN YOUR CLASS,
HE SAID HE WAS FEELING FINE.
DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT THIS?

COUNTERTOP WORKERS
ARE MORE VULNERABLE TO SILICGSIS.
| LEARNED THAT THE AVERAGE AGE
AT DIAGNGSIS AND DEATH IS ONLY
46 YEARS OLD.
SILICOSIS TAKES US TO THE AFTERLIFE.




DOES THAT MEAN
I'M AT RISK?

YOU HAVE TG TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF,
BECAUSE THIS YEAR CARLITOS
WILL BE BORN,

NAMED AFTER YOUR BROTHER,
WHO PASSED AWAY!

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF,
$0O YOU DON'T DIE TGG!

WE'RE AT RISK WHEN WE'RE EXPOSED
TO RESPIRABLE SILICA DUST,

WHICH IS PRESENT IN THE AIR WE BREATHE.

OVER TIME,
WE CAN DEVELGP SILICOSIS,
AN INCURABLE DISEASE.

YES, OF COURSE YOU ARE
IF YOU DON'T PROTECT YOURSELF.
CRYSTALLINE SILICA CAN REMAIN
SUSPENDED IN THE AIR
WE BREATHE FOR A LONG TIME.
WE SHOULD ALSC WEAR A RESPIRATOR
AND USE WATER TO PREVENT SILICOSIS,
AND WE SHOULD SEE A DOCTOR FREQUENTLY.

LISTEN TO THE TRAINER,
GO TO THE DOCTOR
GET YOUR FREE RESPIRATOR,
AND LET'S SEE
HOW YOU'RE DOING?

NOW | UNDERSTAND
WHAT THEY MEAN,
' ‘ [ INTHOSE ARTIFICIAL STONE
'_ ‘ WORKSHOPS

=) WHERE THEY MAKE OR CUT

= COUNTERTOPS,

"COUNTERTOPS ' ARE THE REASON
FOR 50 MANY
SICK AND DEAD PEOPLE
LIKE CARLOS.




